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The N.C. Sports Hall of Fame features more than 200 items representing 351 Tar Heel 
sports heroes. Exhibit items include champion driver Richard Petty’s stock car, 
Meadowlark Lemon’s Harlem Globetrotters basketball uniform, N.C. State University 
coach Kay Yow’s Olympic team basketball, Jim Beatty’s running shoes, Charlie “Choo 
Choo” Justice’s UNC-Chapel Hill football jersey and Mike Krzyzewski’s Duke University 
warm-up jacket.  
 
The N.C. Sports Hall of Fame was founded in 1962, to honor those persons who by 
excellence of their activities in or connected with the world of sports have brought 
recognition and esteem to themselves and to the State of North Carolina. 
 
Each spring, several new members are inducted into the hall of fame. The exhibit boasts 
famous faces from basketball, baseball, football, golf, stock car racing, billiards, bowling, 
hang gliding, horse racing, shooting, swimming, tennis, soccer, and track and field, as well 
as contributors to sports administration, journalism, promotion and medicine. 
 
Below is additional information connecting the North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame to 
educational resources. For the richest student experience, complete the educational 
packet:  
 

 Read “Baseball Outlaws during the Depression” article from the Fall 2011 Tar Heel 
Junior Historian Magazine.  

 What’s in a Name? Research how your favorite team got their name.  
 Play a modified round of Duck on a Rock—the game that inspired Basketball.   
 Read “College Basketball Pioneers in North Carolina” article from the Fall 2011 Tar 

Heel Junior Historian Magazine.  
 Using our “Basketball and Cup” craft page, create your mini version of basketball.  
 Test your Sports Hall of Fame knowledge with our trivia page! 
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From the Asheville Tourists to the East Carteret High School Mariners, North Carolina 

sports teams often have nicknames and mascots linked to history or geography. East 
Carolina University has called its teams the Pirates since 1934 because of the school’s 

location near the coast, which has a long tradition of piracy. (Before 1934, teams were 

known as the Teachers.) 
 

The Pirate in his more modern form first appeared in 1983. A contest among Pitt County 

elementary school students led to him being named Pee Dee, for the great Pee Dee River 
flowing through North and South Carolina. In colonial days, pirates stayed along the 

rivers.  

 
Choose a team in your county. Research the history of its nickname, mascot, or even 

colors. You may just learn something surprising!  

 

Which team did you pick to research?  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

What did you find out?  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Basketball is actually a pretty new sport. Games like chess have been around for 
thousands of years. Even team sports like baseball have been around for 
hundreds of years, but not basketball.  

Basketball was invented by one person—Dr. James Naismith—and we know 
exactly the year it was invented—1891. Dr. Naismith lived in a very cold climate 
and was looking for a game to be played inside during the winter months. He 
was a Canadian physical education instructor, who moved to Springfield 
Massachusetts and worked at the YMCA Training School. The winter months in 
New England States were harsh and Naismith needed a game to keep his 
students physically fit during the winter. Naismith, mirrored his game a little after 
the Canadian children’s game, “Duck on a Rock.” 

 

Now, try a modified version of duck on a rock! The original game combined tag 
and marksmanship but could also be dangerous.   

Original Game: 

A good size stone—the drake—was placed upon a very large one or 
a tree stump. One person stayed near it to guard it. The others 
threw fist-sized stones—ducks—at it in an attempt to knock it 
off. Once it was knocked off, the throwers all rushed to retrieve 
their ducks. If one of them was tagged before returning to the 
throwing line with their duck, they became the guard. The guard 
could not tag anyone until he/she had picked up the duck at their 
feet, nor could that person chase anyone till the guard, had 
replaced the drake upon the rock or stump.  

Modified Version: 

Play “Duck on the Rock” using a box in place of a tree stump, a 
plastic ball or funnel as the drake, soft balls instead of rocks as the 
ducks. In the modified version, there is no guard for the drake. You 
can just try to knock the funnel off the box.  
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1 Cut on the solid black line (DO NOT cut off flap). 

2 Curl the cup like a cone, so the flap lies evenly under its opposite edge. Tape
this seam. 

3 Use the ruler to measure a 12-inch piece of string; cut. Tie one end of the string
to a large bead, and tape the other to the rim of the cup.

To play
Swing the cup to make the ball flip up and plop into and through the basket. How
many points can you make in a row?

flap

Supplies
this craft sheet

scissors, tape, ruler
12-inch piece of string

large bead

!
Basketball and Cup

1. What NCSU women’s coach also coached an

Olympic team?

2. Who is the UNC basketball arena named for?

3. Who had more teams for women players before

the 1970s? 

a. businesses  b. colleges  c. churches

4. Name one NC member of the Harlem

Globetrotters basketball team. 

Answers
1. Kay Yow  2. Dean Smith  3. businesses
4. Meadowlark Lemon, Curly Neal 

!

The game of basketball is much more than a popular sport in North Carolina.
From the sport's first appearance in the late 1890s, basketball has been a
vibrant and influential strand in our state’s cultural fabric.                                             

from NCpedia
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More than 400 people have been inducted into the North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame as 

athletes, coaches, administrators, and more. Can you match some of these standouts 
(Column A) with highlights of their accomplishments (Column B)? You may need to do 

some research! Answers on the next page.  
 

Column A     Column B 

1. _____Johnny Allen   A. Seventh NBA player to score 20K career points 

2. _____Maxine Allen   B. Team handball player at 1984, 1988, and 1992  

Olympics 

3. _____Bobby Bell   C. Knuckleball specialist with 227 major-league saves 

4. _____Peggy Kirk Bell  D. Influential women’s basketball coach at N.C. State;  

inspiration in fight against breast cancer 

5. _____Walt Bellamy   E. NASCAR driver, mechanic, and team owner credited  

with the discovery of superspeedway “drafting”  

6. _____Carl Eller   F. Single-wing tailback with led UNC-Chapel Hill to  

football bowl games in 1947, 1949, and 1950 

7. _____Mary Garber   G. Winner of national bowling titles, 1940s-1950s 

8. _____Jesse Haddock  H. Coach of Wake Forest college golf dynasty, 1960- 

1992 

9. _____Robert “Junior” Johnson I. Outland Trophy winner as nation’s top college  

lineman, 1962, and third in voting for Heisman Trophy 

10. _____Leora “Sam” Jones  J. First full-time executive director of N.C. High School  

Athletic Association; Reidsville High coach 

11. _____Sam Jones   K. Defensive line starter in four Super Bowls for Vikings 

12. _____Charlie “Choo Choo” Justice L. Set U.S. girls’ long jump record as student at Hoke  

County High; won Olympic silver medal in 1976 
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13. _____Kathy McMillian  M. Feisty pitcher; 1937 American League Player of the  

Year 

14. _____L.J. “Hap” Perry  N. Helped Boston Celtics win 10 NBA titles in 12 years 

 

15. _____Harvey Reid Jr.  O. UNC-Chapel Hill men’s basketball coach 1962 through  

1997; last 27 teams won 20 or more games 

16. _____Julie Shea   P. N.C. State long-distance runner who captured three  

national titles in 24 hours in 1980 

17. _____Dean Smith   Q. Founder of Pine Needles golf course, which hosted  

the 1996, 2001, and 2007 U.S. Women’s Opens 

18. _____Hoyt Wilhelm   R. The state’s winningest high school basketball coach  

of all time (818 victories in Elm City and Wilson) 

19. _____Kay Yow   S. One of the first female sportswriters 

 

1. M, 2. G, 3. I, 4. Q, 5. A, 6. K, 7. S, 8. H, 
9. E, 10. B, 11. N, 12. F, 13. L, 14. J, 15. R, 
16. P, 17. I, 18. C, 19. D 


